River Organizations Baffled – And It’s a Good Thing
On Monday August 9, DEP Fisheries will begin installation of specially designed small concrete baffles that will deepen and improve stream flow for fish migrating through a long box culvert running under Route 10 in Avon. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service has funded this demonstration project in conjunction with the CT DEP Fisheries program, the Farmington River Watershed Association (FRWA), Anchor Management. The CT DOT owns the culvert right of way and are partners in the effort.
Nod Brook, an important tributary of the Farmington River should be home to more fish, particularly trout and Atlantic Salmon. The key to reversing Nod Brook fish fortunes is to improve the ability of fish to navigate long, in this case over 200 feet, flat-bottomed culvert road crossings that spread flow over too wide a surface area. These wide, long and dark passageways are too shallow and their flow too uniform to allow fish migration, especially at times of low flow that occur in the summer. Last year the FRWA did a macroinvertebrate (insects found in streams are a good indicator of wildlife) sampling in Nod Brook They found the water quality to be outstanding, making the substrate excellent for fish. 
The long box culvert under Route 10, just south of the Avon Wellness Center/Healthtrax building, is seen by few of the commuters and neighbors who travel over it by the thousands daily. It may be out of sight but it has been identified by Steve Gephard, a fish passage expert with the CT DEP,  as a key impediment to fish passage. It is for that reason that the Nod Brook culvert under Route 10 has been chosen for this special retrofitting. 
For more information, please contact Eric Hammerling at The FRWA at 860-658-4442, extension 205 or Steve Gephard, CT DEP at 860-434-6043.
Established in 1953, The Farmington River Watershed Association (FRWA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created to ensure that the natural resources of the Farmington River Watershed are protected forever.  FRWA works diligently to promote an understanding among its 1,100 members and the citizens of the Watershed about the need for watershed conservation and exercises leadership in issues including water quality protection, wetland and floodplain preservation, water allocation, land and habitat conservation and recreational usage.

