Volunteers Needed to Plant Trees, Shrubs, and Flowers for Butterflies and Songbirds
The Farmington River Watershed Association (FRWA) is organizing a pond buffer planting at Rosedale Farm in Simsbury. It will be held on Friday, July 8th, from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. The daylong activity will create butterfly and songbird habitat, protect and beautify farmland, and improve pond life. 
It is hoped this model farmland pond buffer demonstration project will be repeatedly copied at other farmland sites. Jewel McKenzie of the USDA Natural Resources and Conservation Service and Peter Picone of the CT DEP provided valuable technical assistance for this project.
Vegetated buffers reduce soil loss, protect water quality, provide shade to keep water temperatures cool for aquatic creatures, reduce algae problems, protect or create habitats for wildlife, maintain the natural appearance and function of recreational areas,  reduce bank erosion, and offer many other ecological benefits. 
Eric Hammerling, FRWA Executive Director, is excited about this project. He notes that FRWA will provide the native grasses, flowers, shrubs and trees as well as refreshments for volunteers. He encourages anyone who can use a shovel or gardening tools to bring them and join them in planting nannyberry, shadbush, purple coneflower, silky dogwood, cardinal flower and a host of other native plants. These plants have been chosen specifically to attract pollinators, butterflies, and songbirds but not attract wildlife that conflicts with the agricultural practices of active farmland. FRWA will have information available for the volunteers to take home on native plants that can be used for wildlife habitats and landscaping.  
The Rosedale Farm project is part of a larger effort, funded by Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, Kaman Corporation, and Altria. These organizations are supporting an effort to reduce the negative effects of stormwater runoff by improving and enhancing vegetated buffers along the Farmington River, its tributaries, and the ponds and lakes within the Watershed.  

Rosedale Farm is located at 25 E. Weatogue Road, not far from the intersection with Route 185 in Simsbury. Volunteers are encouraged to bring shovels or gardening tools.  Please RSVP to Eric Hammerling, FRWA, at 860/658-4442, X 205 if you can attend. 
Established in 1953, The Farmington River Watershed Association (FRWA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created to ensure that the natural resources of the Farmington River Watershed are protected forever.  FRWA works diligently to promote an understanding among its 1,100 members and the citizens of the Watershed about the need for watershed conservation and exercises leadership in issues including water quality protection, wetland and floodplain preservation, water allocation, land and habitat conservation and recreational usage.

