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Farmington River

Save paper, get FRWA
newsletters online and
see our photos in their
full color glory! Go to
www.frwa.org to sign up.

A Taste of Stormwater
As this newsletter comes together, the weather is
sultry and sticky. It 6
to be a big trout, lazing in a shady pool of the
Farmi ngtoné

How good could that be?;
reaches, a trout might feel a bit warm today. But if
you are a lucky trout, you could find a small
tributary with no pesky high culverts or derelict
dams across it, and swim upstream to cooler water. &
If you are a very lucky trout, the people who own
the streambanks stopped their lawns well short of
the bank, leaving trees and other native vegetation
at waterds edge for sha
therebs even a fallen t
removing. It gives you cover, plus a zoo of tiny
critters who dine on debris and are dined on by
trout. A good spot to stop and savor the water.
You taste a touch of dissolved organic matter, a
smidgin of slimy sculpin, no trace of mink, and

Let it grow, let it grow, let it grow.  The property on the left has a
T vegetated buffer that reduces the impact of stormwater runoff. ~ River-
yes, life is good. front landowners play a vital role in maintaining excellent fish habitat.

In this peaceful scene, a thunderstorm may change your fishy point of view quickly -d ependi ng on
been sprayed on lawns and fields, how much paved surface is being rinsed off, how many storm drains are
shunting rain into the stream, even whether someone just washed a car in their driveway, or dumped grass
clippings at the edge of the water. In many parts of our watershed, a refreshing, cleansing cloudburst sloshes

a big volume of pavement-warmed, bacteria-laden, nutrient-overloaded, chemicatcontaminated runoff into the
troutédés |living quarters. Stor mwater runoff s in
to avoid swimming in the river right after a heavy

But take heart! Each one of us can help reduce polluted runoff at home or business, and it all adds up. It can
be simple. Make landscaping choices that use less water. Skip the lawn pesticides. Leave native streambank
vegetation intact. Install a rain garden or a rain barrel. Maintain the septic system. Use less paving or porous
paving. And then enjoy the thought of that big, happy trout.

For info on river-friendly landscaping, see htip.//www.frwa.org/publications/freedomlawntips.pdf. Or contact FRWA for a
presentation or workshop for your club, class, or organization.

860-658-4442 One www.frwa.org
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www.frwa.org

Save the Dat e ArnRWkdisy 5 8
November 9 ™ 2010,6 8 9 pm

FRWAG6s annual meeting i S moving
be exact. We are excited to have the meeting right next to the river
this year and to also showcase (

41 Bridge Street is an art deco style entertainment facility; their bar
room, lounge and deck overlook the Farmington River and Sweetheart
Mountain. Join us at this unique and scenic venue to learn

about what FRWA has accomplished over the past year. We
are in the early planning stages but expect from us an engaging
speaker and a great silent auction. Look for your invitation this fall!

A special thanks to
volunteers from
Hamilton Sundstrand
and REF West Hartford
for helping us pull
invasive Japanese
Barberry 1in
Meadows on August 18,
2011. Your hard work
has helped FRWA
restore native vegetation
to a critical high flood
plain forest in Avon.

The Commissioner in
Our Corner

On July 18th, the West Branch of
the Farmington River was visited by
Dan Esty, the new Commissioner of
the new Connecticut Department
of Energy and Environment (CT

DEEP). Above, Commissioner Esty and Jack

.. . Casey on the West Branch (photo.
The Commissioner addressed river CT DEEP) Below, FRWA Board

St.a keholders at Goodwin De.lm, i member David Sinish explains the
Riverton, and at two recreation importance of Wild & Scenic

areas in Peopl eldsest gher Fomr et ¢n
Representatives from DEEP, FRWA, State Forest 60/701‘0 John Fitts).
FRCC, MDC, Trout Unlimited, and W o

various oultfitters also spoke. Major E&

themes were the great economic
importance of the river and the
multiple public goods it provides.
The river is held up as an example
of cooperative management for
drinking water, hydro power,
excellent fishing and recreation, and
locally-based river protection. 3
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FRWA Holding 24 ™ Annual River Clean -Up!

Last year, over 350 volunteers joined together to remove ~3 tons of trash from the banks of the Farmington

Ri ver . Thi s year 0 sUphksdooking to lpetevembetkei. W\ are <et¢ueng all the supplies for
the big day (gloves, bags, napkins, apple cider, etc) and lining up our lunch and breakfast offerings for
volunteers including sandwiches from Antonio's, coffee from Starbucks and Pizza from Little City Pizza. We are
on the lookout for pick -up trucks or other large vehicles that can help us get trash to the dumpsters donated
by Waste Material Trucking Company of Unionville, CT.

So where will you be? We do need lots of volunteers  to
come and help us make this CleanUp our best yet! If you are part
of another group that might be interested, please let us know. Join
us to meet your watershed neighbors and help us keep your
neighborhood clean. It will be a fun filled day you will never forget.

A Sample of our Clean -Up Locations
Avon : The Lions Club of Avon takes responsibility for cleaning

Fisher Meadows and they do a great job, year after year.

Burlington/Farmington/Canton - We will meet at Collinsville
Canoe & Kayak and will have a tent and snacks available. This is
our most popular site thanks to area residents and the Irving
Robbins Middle Schodol 6 Gr een

0s
Bristol : Organized by the Pequabuck River Watershed Association
These folks need someone with a pick -up truck to help
them with their trash . Let us know if you can help them.

Simsbury : Meet on the front lawn of FRWA headquarters. This is also the place to grab some breakfast
before heading out or get some pizza and other lunch items after you are done.

Call FRWA to sign -up yourself, your family, or your group for the Clean -Up at (860) 658-4442, we will
determine the best location for you to go.

FRWA thanks StanleyBlack&Decker for their
enerous support of the Farmington RHug!Cle

StanleyBlack&Decker

FRWA Raffles a Guild Guitar
Only 200 Tickets have been Printed!

Tickets are $20 each and all
programs. As of this newsletter printing we have already sold 75
and tickets are going fast! Drawing for the guitar will take place
on October 1 at noon during our 24th Annual Farmington River
Cleanup. Winner need not be present to win. Act now to get

a chance to own a guitar played by the very best!

pl |

The Grand Prize is a Guild Jumbo F50M Acoustic Guitar in
Antique Burst with Case. It was handmade in New Hartford,
Connecticut by Guild Guitars (http://www.guildguitars.com), and
has a list value of $3,199.99 i 3,649.99. Notable guitarists who
played a Guild F50 include Bryan Adams, Eric Clapton, John
Denver, Pat Metheny, and Bonnie Raitt. Contact us at the
FRWA office for tickets: (860) 658 4442 ext

700

860-658-4442 www.frwa.org
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Aquatic Insect Sampling Workshops -9amto 2 pm
Saturday, Sept. 17, Squireds Tavern, Peopl ¢
Saturday, Sept. 24, Winding Trails, Farmington, CT

FRWA needs volunteers to help sample for aquatic
insects as indicators of water quality. Explore the
fascinating life of local streams throughout the
Farmington River Watershed! Learn how river
scientists use aquatic insects for biological monitoring
and how to collect and identify stream -bottom '
organisms, then wade into area streams to collect. No
previous experience necessary, older children 8
welcome with adult. Lunch will be provided, bring
footwear to wade into the water (waders, water
shoes or old sneakers). Program will be held rain or
shine; please dress for the weather. Advance
registration is required. Please contact FRWA at 860
658-4442 or email river@frwa.org to register.

Learning about Land Conservation / \
as a Land Owner Come out and play with FRWA

FRWA is cehosting two workshops for Landowners and . ..
Land Trust members in September and October: at Riverfront Miniature Golf and

c o1 Options for Land Worksh Ice Cream
onservation Options for Landowners Workshop, Sunday, September 18, 3 to 6 pm, 218
September 22, 2011, 7 -9 pm, Hartland Town : . :
) _ River Road - right off Route 4 in
Community Hall, Route 20, West Hartland: We will Unionville. CT

be available to answer questions such as: What will
happen to my land when it passes into other hands?, Will
my children or heirs want to maintain it as open land?
and Will it be developed? If so, how will this affect its
character and special features? This is your opportunity
to get your land conservation questions answered and
meet local land trust leaders from the Farmington Valley.

Give yourself, family, and friends a treat! Join
us to play at this beautiful 18 -hole mini-golf
course on the scenic banks of the Farmington
River. Afterwards, visit the on-site ice cream
parlor for J.J. Lawson gourmet ice cream,
Columbo frozen yogurt, and Guida soft-serve.
Cost per person: $7.50. Part of the

Legislative Roundtable, October 11, 2011, 6:30 - proceeds support FRWA river programs!
8pm, Simsbury Library, 740 Hopmeadow Street,
Simsbury, CT: Do you have questions about the latest
Conservation Initiative Bills on Open Space

Funding, Recreation and Forestland
Conservation discussed during 20116s
legislative session? The Connecticut Land

Conservation Council will be outlining what

the happened in the 2011 session and talk

about what bills may be coming up for

debate. The CLCC primarily works to

increase state government funding for open

space acquisition, through the state's Open

Space Matching Grants program, the

Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust

Fund, the Face of Connecticut campaign,

the Farmland Preservation program, and

the Community Investment Act.

860-658-4442 Four www.frwa.org



